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phonic training, and that he is held up if it is denied him,
To this point I shall return later in the chapter when the
place of phonic training in a sensible reading programme
is discussed in detail.
Some teachers, while following a phonic method, use
the word whole method in conjunction with it. Irregular
words are put at the top of each reading page and pupils
learn these before commencing the lesson. This does
reduce the artificiality of the reading material, but on the
whole the method labours under the various disadvantages
previously outlined.
(b) THE WORD WHOLE OR " LOOK AND SAY " METHOD
As the name implies this method of teaching reading
commences with a unit larger than the letter or sound,
namely, the word. To a degree this method is psychologically
sound, for it starts with large meaningful units which the
child understands as " telling him something " and which
provides for easier discrimination through length and shape
of differing word patterns (see Chapter I), The method is
sound in so far as words like " run/' "jump," "dog"
may assume for a young child the nature of a complete
language unit, i.e. the word may be equivalent to the true
unit, a sentence, for the above words may mean " See me run,"
" I can jump," " Here is my dog." In this respect much
more meaningful material is employed early in this method
of teaching reading than in the phonic method. Further-
more, words are soon expanded into sentences. Some
teachers introduce the word whole method through an
extensive use of pictures. Cards are prepared which have
a picture illustrating the word or revealing its meaning
with the word printed underneath.